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HIGH SCHOOL





Department:  Science         





Fall Semester 2016
COURSE TITLE: Environmental Science


          
INSTRUCTOR: Starlett Thomas
EMAIL: Starlett.Thomas@cobbk12.org




PHONE: 770-819-2521 Ext. 1305
                Sharon.Hathorn@cobbk12.org

CLASSROOM BLOG: http://msthomasenviro.weebly.com/  and http://hathorn4phs.blogspot.com/
SCHOOL WEBSITE:  http://www.cobbk12.org/Pebblebrook/
PHS SCHOOL VISION: Empowering Students to Become Productive Members of a Global Community

PHS SCHOOL MISSION: Modeling and Developing Intellectual, Physical and Emotional Behaviors that Lead to Success for All

KEY ACTIONS: 

· Increase the Graduation Rate

· Increase rigor and student engagement (Project-based learning environment)

· Increase community and parental involvement

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary study of how nature works and how things in nature are interconnected. 
KEY STANDARDS: 

https://www.georgiastandards.org
TEXTBOOK/SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: Our main textbook for the course is Holt Environmental Science
MATERIALS NEEDED: 

1. Paper (70 page spiral notebook)
2. writing utensils (pens/pencils)
3. 3-ring binder if not using a notebook
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 
Students will be expected to: be respectful, to advocate for themselves, and to keep up with the work load. There will also be special projects throughout the year, be prepared to work on them.  
GRADING POLICY CONTINUED: 
	Unit
	Percentage of grade
	Grading scale
	A Note about grades

	Introduction to Environmental Science (HoM/NoS)
	5%
	Tests/Projects: 

100 pts
	At the end of the year, if you have a "D" or even a low "C" you have a higher chance of failing the course due to the percentage that the final exam is worth.  Please attempt to keep your grades in the upper "C" or higher range so that you will not have to worry about this. 

	Ecology/Population
	20
	Labs: 50 pts
	

	Parts of the Earth

-Resources
	25%
	Reinforcement: 
5-20 pts
	

	Human Impact
	15%
	Quizzes/Notebook check: 30-40 pts


	

	Energy
	15%
	
	

	Final Exam
	20%
	
	


GRADING SCALE:

A - 100-90% 
B - 89-80%
C - 79-74%
D – 70-73%
F - 69-Below
SYNERGY ACCESS TO GRADES:  

It is strongly encouraged that you keep your Synergy login information in a safe place and that you have access to the information when needed.  Parents should contact the Main Office (770.819.2521).
Please note that when you are viewing grades in Synergy that a blank grade column for your child has no effect on their grade.  If the space is blank, then your student may not have turned in that assignment due to absence or the teacher may not have entered grades for that assignment at that time.  An “X” means that the student is exempt from an assignment at the discretion of the teacher. 
FINAL EXAM EXEMPTION:
Students with no more than one excused absence may qualify to exempt one of their final exams.  Students with a course average of 80 or higher may exempt one final exam of their choice.  Students with a course average of 79 or below may request that ten percentage points be added to the final exam grade.  Towards the end of the semester, students who qualify may submit an Exam Exemption Form to the classroom teacher of their choice.  Teachers must verify that the student qualifies for the exemption.
LATE WORK POLICY: All work for a unit is due on test day unless otherwise stipulated by the instructor. It will be taken until the start of day on the school day after test, after that it is not accepted. If a student has an excused absence, then school policy will apply. If there are extenuating circumstances, discuss them with me and we will see if there can be an exception made. Work may be submitted by e-mail – either as a photograph or as an attached document
ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY: If, for any reason, a student is absent it is his/her responsibility to obtain and complete all missing assignments. You may determine what was covered on a given day through the blog page.  The missing assignments will reflect a zero until the work has been received by the teacher and graded. You will have the number of days absent plus one more day to complete the assignment.  Students are responsible for getting any missed work.  If a student is absent on the day of a test, the student must schedule a time to complete the test missed after or before school with the teacher. 

If you are present on the day of a test, you are expected to take the test. If you were absent for part of the material, you may arrange to come in and retake the test as long as you have attempted it on the test date.

TARDY POLICY:  
To avoid being counted tardy, students must be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.  School policy states that students may receive detention, In-School Suspension, and Out-of-School Suspension for repeated tardy infractions.  
EXTRA HELP: 

Morning Session:
Monday through Friday from 7:45 to 8 am, by appointment only.



 

Afternoon Session: Monday through Thursday until 5 pm (see Science Department Tutoring Schedule).

CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 

As per the school’s policy, cell phones are not to be used during class time unless directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. Students will receive a discipline referral after one warning to put away any electronic device (unless the device is being used for instruction). Students are allowed to bring certain technologies to class (iPad, laptop, Kindle, etc.), but it should NOT interfere with the teaching or other’s learning. 

GRADE RECOVERY: Students who score 69 or below on any unit assessment are allowed to retake the assessment.  The grade will not exceed a 70 for the unit assessment.  The retake must be completed with-in one week. Please view the teacher’s blog for notification when the assessment will be administered.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Cheating is considered a serious matter.  Any student who is involved in cheating/plagiarism will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and his/her parents will be notified. 
For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone's answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work or homework assignments

· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student's paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
